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----- The learned Additional Advocate General further submits that a Whatsapp
number:9449863459 has been created inviting the general public to take photographs or
pass on information on the whatsapp number, in order to take action against the erring
vehicles. Statistical information as to the number of vehicles inspected, the amount of
penalty collected and the number of offensive number pates being removed is furnished.

Though this Court would appreciate the action taken by the State Government,
nevertheless much more needs to be done. The vehicles with such unauthorized number
plates plying on the road, especially in Bengaluru City, are still widely visible. The
information regarding the creation of new whatsapp number is published only in one
Kannada newspaper, in a small corner which is almost invisible. Therefore, the
information has not reached the masses. If such information was made known to the
general public by wide publication, obviously many such information regarding erring
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Veuicles would have reached the eyes and ears of the State Government. Because of the
inadequate publication of the information, the exercise undertaken by the State
Government has not yielded the desired result.

In the light of the above, this Court deems it fit to direct the State Government to make
a more serious effort to give wide publicity and see that the practice of using the
unauthorized number plates and names is put an end to.

The Hon’ble Speaker of the Karnataka Legislative Assembly and the Hon’ble Chairman
of the Legislative Council are hereby requested to pass on the information amongst the
members calling upon them not to use such names of the Offices on their private
vehicles. Similarly, the Heads of Departments including the Commissioners, Directors
have not placed any material or information that the directions issued by this Court is
brought to the notice of the concerned Members. Therefore, on the next date of hearing,
this Court would expect all such information given by the Heads of the Departments,
Commissioners, Directors passing on communication made by the State Government to
all their concerned Members not to use such names, status etc., on their private vehicles,
be made available to this Court.

The information regarding whatsapp number should also be widely published in order
to enable the general public to post the information including photographs of the
offending vehicles on the whatsapp number and enable the authorities to take immediate
action.

This Court would also urge the Officers of the Regional Transport Office as well as the
Police Department to strictly implement the directions and the provisions of the Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988 as well as the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, especially Rules 50
and 51 and the penal provisions of Section 177 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.

Needless to observe that since a public notification was issued by the State
Government on 21.12.2019 calling upon all such owners of the vehicles to remove the
unauthorized names and number plates and such illegality continues to be perpetrated,
every day’s offence should be taken into account from the date when the public notice
was issued and impose the penalty by calculating each day’s offence as a repeated
offence.

List this matter on 07.02.2020 to enable the learned Additional Advocate General to
place action taken report in pursuance to the order passed hereinabove.----
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-----Though this Court appreciates the action taken by the State Government, however, it has to be
mentioned that inspite of the public notices issued by the State Government, even today such
violations are widely visible on the roads. It is significant to note that the Corporators of various
Municipal Corporations, Municipal Councils etc., and Members of various Panchayats starting
from the Gram Panchayat to the Zilla Panchayat are using the names on their private vehicles.
Needless to observe that even former Members of the Panchayats and Corporations, Councils are
using such unauthorized number plates and violating the provisions of the Acts and Rules day in

and day out.

In the opinion of this Court, unless serious action is taken by the State Government against
such perpertrators of crime, the much needed signal will not be sent to violators and perpetrators to
prevent such unauthorized actions in future.
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Obviously, the Corporators and Members of the Panchayats are not given official vehicles and
tt -efore, they cannot use such names on their private vehicles. It is also common knowledge that
former Members of the Legislative Assembly, former Members of the Parliament have been using
such number plates. It is also noticeable that high ranking officials who are permitted to use such
number plates could do so only with respect to their official vehicles and not their private vehicles,
Officers and public servants holding high posts and positions should become a role model to the rest
of the citizens. It is hoped that the State Government would drive out the information and make
every possible effort to put an end to such unauthorized usage and prevent violation of the
provisions of the Acts and Rules.

This Court, cannot, but observe that when the issue of usage of sunscreen on the four wheelers
was taken up by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, it is only due to the strict implementation of
the orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India that violations of that particular provision and
removal of sunscreens on the vehicles was made possible and implemented throughout the country.
Therefore, if there is a will, there is a way.

It is also advisable that the Government should provide for receiving complaints and enable
uploading of photographs of such unauthorized number plates on a dedicated e-mail ID or
Whatsapp number.

It is hoped that on the next date of hearing, the State Government would place reports on further
action taken in terms of the directions issued herein and the learned Additional Advocate General is
expected to submit before this Court that there is not even a single violation in the State. In order to
enable the same, list this matter on 22.01.2020.
Interim order granted earlier stands extended till the next date of hearing.
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